
Under the SPD, funding has been 

agreed for the Urban Heaths     

Partnership Core Team to continue 

co-ordinating SAMM, delivering the 

education and monitoring elements 

along with the “Dorset Dogs” and 

Firewise projects. The wardening 

element of SAMM is delivered by 

the Local Planning Authority      

partners. The funding has been 

agreed for two years until March 

2022. A review of heathland       

mitigation delivery will be carried 

out during this time 

Bournemouth, Christchurch and 

Poole Council and Dorset Council 

have been consulting on The Dorset 

Heathlands Planning Framework 

2020-2025 Supplementary Planning 

Document (SPD) which once  

adopted will replace the existing 

SPD. The consultation ended on 3rd 

February 2020 with the document 

hopefully being adopted by 1st April. 

The aim of the SPD is to set out a 

mitigation strategy that will enable 

planning permission for new      

residential dwellings to be granted. 

The strategy ensures that the urban 

pressures (visitors, fire, etc.)      

associated with new housing can be 

mitigated to avoid harm to the             

internationally important Dorset 

Heathlands.  

As agreed in the SPD, heathland  

mitigation is delivered through   

Strategic Access Management and 

Monitoring (SAMM) and Heathland 

Infrastructure Projects (HIPs) which 

include areas of Suitable Alternative 

Natural Greenspace (SANGs).  

Firefighters around the country are 

dealing with increasing numbers of 

wildfires annually, but they can’t do 

it alone. It’s important that      

homeowners help prepare their 

property and neighbourhoods for 

potential wildfires. 

The Firewise Communities        

programme is an international    

programme based on research by 

the worlds leading fire experts on 

ignition of homes from wildfire. The 

programme encourages            

communities to work together to 

reduce the risk to homes from  

wildfire by taking inexpensive,   

practical steps in the area around 

the home and garden. 

Our first Firewise Community in 

Dorset recently won the Best  

Homewatch award at the Annual 

Dorset Police Awards in recognition 

of the community’s achievement 

over the last year. 

Firewise is the ideal opportunity for 

communities who live near our 

heaths, forests and open land, to 

come together and start to take the 

small, inexpensive steps to make 

their homes more resilient to the 

risk from wildfires and become part 

of the international Firewise      

community. 

The Information produced in Dorset 

has been adopted by the National 

Fire Chiefs Council (NFCC) to be 

available to all Fire Services across 

the United Kingdom. 

We would encourage people who 

would like to start a Firewise group 

to contact us, (01202 642787     

urbanheaths@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk ) 

and we will help to set a group up.  

Paul Attwell from UHP and Susan Jefferies 

form Beacon Road Firewise Community with 

the Best Homewatch Award. 

Dorset Heathlands Planning Framework 2020-2025 

Supplementary Planning Document to be adopted 

However remote the risk seems it pays 

to be prepared 
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Treats to look forward to in 2020 
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It’s been a treat meeting so many of you at our fun, free 

and friendly guided walkies, pit stops and annual Dorset 

Dogs Festival in 2019! Do keep an eye on the events pages 

of the website or the lively Facebook page and come and 

join us in 2020.   

 

Dorset Dogs Festival 2020 – this year’s celebration of 

dogs, wildlife and countryside will be at Canford Park 

SANG to introduce everyone to the huge extra area being 

added in 2020. One of the wonderful things about this 

truly dog-friendly off-lead walking area is that public    

feedback is taken into account so that it’s managed        

thoughtfully, to be a great place for a wide range of dogs 

and people. Did you know ‘SANG’ stands for ‘Suitable 

Alternative Natural Greenspace? Yup it’s a mouthful – but 

we prefer to think of it as places that ‘sing out’ for people 

to come and enjoy them! They take some of the pressure 

off heathlands and other wildlife hotspots whilst providing 

lovely places for off-lead exercise all year round. 

 

www.dorsetdogs.org.uk is well worth exploring! Lots 

of information on ‘Out & About’ and ‘Dog-friendly’ pages, 

a growing encyclopaedia (Wagipawdia), members page and 

don’t forget the events and news pages! You can join as a 

Dorset Dogs member here too – could you be the 3000th 

member?!  

Meanwhile 

www.facebook.com/

dorsetdogs  has well over 

4000 followers and likes. 

There’s a special photo 

album ‘Open to All – Share 

Your Walkies’ for people 

who can’t make it to the 

group walks; if that’s you 

do go and post or message 

your photo to be added!  

 

For information please contact Su Powner: 

dorsetdogs@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

to  gather information on the     

number of people using the new site. 

A further 32 hours of visitor surveys 

were carried out at Iford Meadows 

HIP in Bournemouth and this data 

will be used to help inform the     

proposed improvement work for the 

site which will enhance the public 

The monitoring carried out by UHP 

includes car park surveys, incident 

recording and visitor recording 

through remote visitor sensors and 

on-site visitor surveys. This takes 

place on both heathlands and      

alternative sites such as Suitable  

Alternative Natural Greenspaces 

(SANGs) and Heathland              

Infrastructure Projects (HIPs).  

Most recently, the team have been 

involved with the monitoring at the 

new Two Riversmeet SANG in     

Christchurch by completing 32 hours 

of visitor surveys on site to obtain 

capacity data and feedback          

information from site users. A new 

visitor sensor has also been installed 

access on site. The data collected is 

also being used to decide the best 

locations to install visitor sensors.   

                       

Chloe Lewis 

  

Monitoring SANGS 

“A new visitor 

sensor has been 

installed to 

gather 

information on 

the number of 

people using the 

new site”  

Two Riversmeet 

http://www.dorsetdogs.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/dorsetdogs
http://www.facebook.com/dorsetdogs


Heathland Visitor Survey Results 
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Last summer UHP staff along with surveyors 

from Footprint Ecology carried out visitor 

perception surveys across the Dorset Heaths 

at 23 locations, totalling 552 hours of survey-

ing time.  

 

The long awaited results of these have just been produced 

in a report which is in draft form at the moment but will 

be available by the end of March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some key facts from the surveys follow: 

• Over the 552 hours 4,777 people were counted 

passing all survey points, of which 767 were minors, 

468 were on bikes and had total of 3,003 dogs with 

them. 

• The most common activity was dog walking, given 

by 74% of interviewees, followed by 15% walking, 

with other activities each accounting for no more 

than 3%.  

• 30% of visitors were on site daily (or more than 

once a day) and 72% visit at least once a week. 

• Visitors routes have been plotted for each site and 

across all interviewees, the average route was 2.7 

km.  

• Overall three-quarters of all interviewees lived 

within a 4.4 km radius, but considering only those 

visiting from home (e.g. excluding holiday makers), 

this reduced to 3.4 km radius. 

• Visitors were asked about their awareness of rele-

vant conservation/mitigation organisations while 

99% said they had heard of the National Trust, for 

other organisations this percentage was lower, 89% 

for Dorset Wildlife Trust, 45% for Dorset Dogs 

and 41% for the Urban Heaths Partnership. 

 

The full report will be available at the end of March from 

the UHP office, urbanheaths@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

Urban Heaths Partnership join forces with Litter Free Dorset on BBQ Campaign 

The Urban Heaths 

Partnership (UHP) 

and litter Free 

Dorset are joining 

forces in a      

campaign to raise 

awareness that it is illegal to have a 

BBQ on heathlands and to remind 

people to remove any litter after 

having a BBQ in an appropriate place. 

In Dorset we average 107 fires a 

year on our heathlands, it has been 

noticed that over the past few years 

the numbers started from BBQs on 

certain sites has increased. Working 

together combining the UHP teams 

on the ground knowledge and Litter 

Free Dorset’s awareness raising  

experience a campaign will be 

launched.  

Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and     

Rescue Service are also supporting 

the campaign which will be launched 

in May this year. The messages will 

concentrate on the fact that it is  

illegal to have a BBQ on heathlands 

and will include fliers, posters, radio 

jingles, contact with local shops and 

supermarkets that sell disposable 

BBQs. 

mailto:urbanheaths@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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“Pupils are lucky 

enough to have 

one of Dorset’s 

heathland, Black 

Hill within 10 

minutes’ walk of 

the school” 

Heathland Education 

Fun and Games in Bere Regis 
Bere Regis First School are the latest 

to be booked in for activities with the 

Urban Heaths Partnership in the    

coming spring. Pupils are lucky enough 

to have one of Dorset’s heathlands, 

Black Hill within 10 minutes’ walk of 

the school and so will be able to enjoy 

a range of indoor and outdoor     

heathland related sessions.  

The highly protected heathland at Black 

Hill is designated as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special      

Protection Area (SPA), Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar site 

and has been in the remit of the    

Urban Heaths Partnership Purbeck, 

North & West Dorset Warden since 

2016.  

Instilling a sense of respect and       

understanding of the heathland is key 

to ensuring their survival as many of 

the threats these sites face are caused 

by people. Black Hill is one of the few 

sites that is home to the rare,       

nocturnal nightjar over the summer 

months and this bird is particularly 

prone to disturbance by humans and 

dogs.  

Showing the students what lives (often 

out of sight) on these rare habitats 

and how they can enjoy the heaths 

responsibly will help spread the     

message throughout the community 

and hopefully safeguard the future of 

this internationally important site. 

For information please contact     

Amy Gallagher: 

amy.gallagher@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

The Education Team at the 

Urban Heaths Partnership 

works with students, from 

as young as 3 to 18 years 

old, in target schools and 

community groups across 

DC and BCP. Through 

outdoor learning and   

dynamic interactive     

lessons, key education 

messages are taught, about 

the biodiversity of the 

heathland habitat,        

consequences of the   

pressures it experiences 

and the role that the 

young people can play to 

ensure its protection and 

preservation for the    

future.    

Despite living on the  

doorstep of one of the 

UK’s most unique and yet 

vulnerable habitats and 

using it recreationally, 

many young people are 

unaware of the ecological 

importance of their local 

Heathlands.  

In the autumn 233 GCSE   

students from Ferndown 

Upper School completed a 

scientific investigation on 

Ferndown Common,   

analysing biodiversity and 

the impact that the recent 

fire has had on this site.  

At the other end of the 

spectrum the Nature tots, 

an Early Years group and 

their parents, have been      

engaging in their          

environment in a sensory 

way. They were          

introduced to the Ladybird 

spider, a rare inhabitant of 

the Heath, through a   

story, songs and nature 

trail before creating their 

own clay creations. 

continued 

Students 

from   

Ferndown 

Upper 

School 
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“2365 Year 8 

students have 

so far 

experienced 

the Arson 

Courtroom 

Drama” 

Dorset Police introduces drone 

patrols on Poole heathland to 

prevent anti-social behaviour 

Heathland Education continued 

Dorset Police is working with 

partners within the Urban Heath 

Partnership to introduce          

proactive patrols to prevent fire, 

vandalism and general anti-social 

behaviour.  

 

The partnership will see officers from 

Dorset Police proactively patrolling the 

area from the skies, working with    

colleagues from Bournemouth,   

Christchurch and Poole (BCP) Council 

and Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and     

Rescue Service.  

Inspector Ady Thompson, of Poole 

Police, said: “As around a third of the 

heathland forms part of a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI), drones cannot 

typically be flown over the area.    

However, with special permission from 

Natural England, officers will be able to 

use police drones to help reduce    

instances of anti-social behaviour. 

Dorset Police works with heath    

rangers, watch scheme members and 

the wider public to disrupt and      

prosecute those committing arson, 

poaching and traffic offences in   

heathland areas. Officers will also be 

targeting riders of mopeds and      

minimotos who are often causing 

damage to local habitats and         

disrupting walkers on the heaths. 

Martyn Underhill, Dorset Police and 

Crime Commissioner, said: “Dorset 

Police was the first force in the    

country to recognise the huge      

potential of this technology by      

creating a dedicated drone unit.”  

 “A drone is able to view a far larger 

area, far quicker than an officer on 

foot would be able to, so this is    

another excellent example of working 

in partnership to introduce innovative 

technology, making the best possible 

use of resources to protect our    

natural environment and keep people 

safe.” 

 

Full Press Release at Dorset Police 

www.dorset.police.uk/news-

information/article/9601  

thoroughly enjoy taking on 

the roles within a court 

room scenario, examining     

evidence and cross     

questioning the witness 

statements to decide 

whether to convict the 

accused of the crime of 

Arson on the Heath.  

Whilst having fun, the key 

messages are delivered 

and the final video       

interview with a firefighter, 

explaining the              

For secondary schools, 

2365 Year 8 students have 

so far experienced the 

Arson Courtroom Drama 

this year.  The students 

consequences, sends a 

hard-hitting message.  

With many more schools 

booked in to receive their 

Arson Courtroom Drama, 

primary school science 

weeks to be attended, and 

several field trips to     

Kinson Common, Bourne 

Valley and Talbot Heath 

Nature reserve, there is a 

busy year of heathland 

education ahead. 

For more information please contact 

sarah.allen@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or call on 01202 642785 

https://www.dorset.police.uk/news-information/article/9601
https://www.dorset.police.uk/news-information/article/9601
mailto:sarah.allen@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk


Dorset and Wiltshire Fire 

and Rescue Service Firesetters 
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Why do children set fires? 

Many children and young people are fascinated by fire and 

show an interest and curiosity, sometimes from a very 

young age. For some children and young people this    

interest can develop into playing with fire, although     

reasons for firesetting can range from curiosity through to 

attention seeking or an emotional outlet.  

Talking to a young person early on is vital to stop the  

firesetting habit as soon as possible.  

Firesetting is dangerous and we can help to explain the 

dangers and consequences to the child / young person in a 

sensitive and informed manner with appropriate          

resources. Early intervention can greatly reduce the 

chances of it happening again. 

 

Tell Tale Signs of Regular Firesetting  

• Small burn holes in carpets, beds and /or furniture 

• Charred paper in sinks or bins 

• Matches or lighters hidden where the child / young      

person thinks are secret. For example, cupboards and 

drawers, under their beds. 

• An unusual fascination with fire. 

• Unexplained fires in your home. 

Intervention Programme 

The Firesetters scheme is not a punishment and should 

not be viewed as such. The objective is to achieve a ‘fire 

safe’ person and environment. Aimed at children and 

young people up to 18 years of age who are believed to 

be involved in firesetting. 

Requests for help can come from both parents /carers as 

well as professionals who work with the child / young   

person (e.g. teachers, social workers).  

Each request for intervention is tailor made by the needs 

of the child / young person. 

Working in pairs, our specially trained advisers will visit 

the child/ young person at home, undertaking a number of 

visits until all agree that the child / young person is 

“firesafe” 

All of our advisors are employees of Dorset & Wiltshire 

Fire and Rescue Service and come from all aspects of the 

Service. Trained in “Fire Safe” (Firesetters Intervention 

Programme) and work in pairs. 

Are you worried about a child or young person who may 

be: Showing a great interest in fire? Starting fires, large or 

small? Showing evidence of burning items, for example in 

their bedroom or outside? 

Please contact Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service 

on the details below. 

Make your home fire safe 

 
• Never leave a young child alone in the home. 

• Keep matches and lighters out of sight and reach. 

• If you suspect firesetting is occurring, search for matches and lighters in bedrooms, school bags, etc. 

• Teach everyone STOP, DROP and ROLL if clothes catch fire. 

• Explain that fire is dangerous. 

• Test your smoke alarms, you should have at least one on each floor. 

• Make sure everyone knows the escape routes and they are kept clear. 

• A Safe and Well check will be offered to all homes of a child / young person who is on the firesetters          

“The objective 

is to achieve a 

‘fire safe’ 

person and 

environment” 

What has this got to do with heath fires you ask…. By working with young people who have 

a fascination with fire we help prevent unwanted deliberate fires and accidental fires. 

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service 

Email: firesetter@dwfire.org.uk / Telephone: 01722 69100 and ask to speak to someone concerning firesetters /         

Website: www.dwfire.gov.uk and follow the education pages for further information 
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“Last Christmas 

saw a spike in 

motorbike 

incidents on 

Canford Heath 

and Bourne 

Valley” 

Wardening in Winter Wonderland 

Christmas Conservation on Canford 

Across Poole’s Heathland, 

‘tis the season for        

conservation! On 14th and 

15th December, our team 

of amazing volunteers 

came out in force for this 

year’s special Christmas 

task. Always a brilliant 

weekend, this year’s event 

saw dozens of volunteers 

joining the effort to clear 

an important south-facing 

heathland slope of invasive 

pine and birch trees. For 

much of the year, rare 

reptiles and invertebrates 

depend on these areas for 

hunting, egg-laying and 

basking to regulate their              

temperature, and as such 

maintaining the open  

character of these spaces 

is an important job. The 

heathland wardens and 

volunteers enjoyed the 

festive feast of mince pies, 

steaming cups of tea and 

our signature lunch of   

bonfire baked potatoes, 

which fuelled them 

through their hard work. 

There was some relief that 

last year’s torrential rain 

did not make a come-back, 

and as the sun set on the 

second day, we left behind 

us a freshly cleared hilltop, 

with a scattering of trees 

mindfully left as perches 

for birds such as the  

Nightjar.  

On Behalf of BCP council, 

and of course the precious 

wildlife that thrives on 

Poole’s heathland, we 

would like to thank all of 

the fantastic people that 

give up their time to help 

us on the heath, and our 

friends at the Urban 

Heaths Partnership who 

loaned us their Landrover 

in order to ferry         

volunteers to the remote 

task site. Here’s to the      

enormous achievements of 

this year, and to a wild and 

wonderful 2020.   

           

Zoe McMinn 

saw a spike in motorbike 

incidents on Canford 

heath and Bourne Valley, 

which is dangerous for 

people and wildlife alike, 

intimidating for dogs and 

horses, and is, of course, 

against the law. The  

heathland wardens will be 

working through the 

Christmas period in order 

to deter and record such 

incidents, as well as to 

carry out the lovely duties 

of daily livestock checks 

and engaging site users. If 

you see us out and about, 

do say hello! You can also 

help to protect the heath 

by reporting any          

motorcycle incidents to 

101. If there is a lengthy 

queue, please consider 

reporting the incident 

online at: https://

www.dorset.police.uk/

contact-us/report-a-crime-

or-incident/  

We would like to say 

thank you to everyone 

who values Poole’s      

precious heathland.           

           

Zoe McMinn 

Christmas is a busy time 

for us at Poole’s      

Heathland. With many 

people on holiday from 

work and school, we see 

an increased footfall on 

the heath as families,    

cyclists, horse-riders and 

dog walkers head out to 

soak in the otherworldly 

landscapes of winter 

heather found all across 

Poole, and to walk off all 

those mince pies! But sadly 

we also see an increase in 

trouble on the heath. In 

particular, last Christmas 

 

https://www.dorset.police.uk/contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident/
https://www.dorset.police.uk/contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident/
https://www.dorset.police.uk/contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident/
https://www.dorset.police.uk/contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident/


Talbot Heath Mitigation and Nightjar Success 
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What a year 2019 has been on    

Talbot Heath for the mystical   

Nightjar, with several pairs present 

and fairing well. Ten years previous 

Talbot Heath suffered a spate of fires 

over a short period of the summer 

season, with approximately a third of 

the site lost, along with the Nightjar. 

With vigilant volunteers, wardens on 

the ground and a well delivered         

education programme, through the 

Urban Heaths Partnership, the site 

has seen a major reduction in such 

criminal damage with just 30 fires 

since 2009 to date. The efforts have 

been rewarded and the 

‘churr’ of the Nightjar 

is once again a regular 

sound as dusk descends 

across the heath on a 

summer’s night. 

With no less than three 

pairs, 2019 was a 

bumper year for the Nightjar and 

Volunteer Reptile Surveyor; Nick 

Dobbs came across four nests (1st 

and 2nd broods each with two eggs), 

who immediately informed our team. 

These were then monitored by The 

Dorset Nightjar Study Group with 

assistance from Nick. The chicks 

once old enough were then rung by 

ringers licensed by the BTO (British 

Trust for Ornithology) and we are 

pleased to say that to the best of our 

knowledge all 8 chicks fledged. Two 

of the chicks from two separate 

nests were later caught by a study 

group on nearby Canford Heath  

later in the season, this was excellent 

news. Fingers crossed they make it 

to Africa and return to our shores 

and better still Talbot Heath in May 

2020. 

If we continue to maintain, monitor 

and successfully mitigate against the 

increasing pressures on our      

treasured heaths, then the outlook 

for the Nightjars and many other   

heathland specialities will be one of 

promise. We are very grateful to our 

volunteers also, for their time and in 

Nicks case all the really important 

data that he collects. It’s by no 

means perfect out there and there 

are still particular areas, such as Dog 

control, where there is much still to 

do but all the great work that is  

being undertaken is making the sites 

all the better for our residents and 

wildlife alike.    

                         

Terry Elborn 

 

 

important job of grazing this 

precious SSSI heathland site, 

which is a cornerstone of good 

heathland management.    

Grazing a heath with hardy 

cattle - such as the rare British 

Whites and Shetland breeds 

on Canford - assists in       

controlling dominant grasses 

and small trees, diversifies the 

vegetation structure, creates 

bare-patches for ground-

nesting and basking, and     

encourages a wider range of 

invertebrate species which, in 

turn, supports a plethora of 

reptile and bird species. Here’s 

to our boys, and to their   

continued good health! 

The heathland wardens check 

the herd every day of the year! 

if you have any questions or 

concerns, just get in touch 

with                       

Every November the Natural 

Habitats team and Dorset  

Urban Heaths Partnership 

head to Canford heath to 

round up our herd of        

conservation grazing cattle for 

vaccinations and their annual 

TB test. Some of the cattle 

have been onsite for more 

than 10 years and as such the 

herd are by now well-

accustomed to the routine, 

and readily made their way to 

the corral and the awaiting 

bucket of feed.  

All 11 steers tested negative 

for TB, and spared no time in 

recommencing the all-

European 

Nightjar 

Chicks 

Clean Bill of Health for Canford Heath Cattle 

Shetlands 

and British 

Whites on 

Canford 

“Grazing this 

precious SSSI 

heathland site, 

which is the 

cornerstone of 

good heathland 

management” 

Heathwardens@bcpcouncil.gov.uk 
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“The  aim is to 

bring back a 

mosaic of 

heathland plants 

across these areas 

to cater for the 

variety of needs of 

heathland 

animals.” 

Mitigation Meet Up 

Taking on the Ham Common Gorse Challenge 

For years we have been trying to reduce 

the amount of Common Gorse that 

dominates the Ham Common landscape 

to the detriment of the other heathland 

species. While it has its place in the 

heathland scene, this site has been so 

messed about in the past with the clay 

workings that Common Gorse has come 

to dominate.  The aim is to bring back a 

mosaic of heathland plants across these 

areas to cater for the variety of needs of 

the heathland animals. Cutting and  

treating alone is not enough as it      

regenerates from seed, so follow up 

scraping off of the gorse mulch (during 

the summer) and then spreading 

heather/heathland grass dominated   

cuttings from our autumn fire line     

cutting is to be undertaken.  

The areas tackled this year have had the 

added bonuses of breaking up the fire 

loading within the habitat, as well as 

opening up some fantastic views across 

the harbour, although we are aware that 

the sudden change has also given cause 

for concern for some site users.     

However we have lost similar amounts 

of habitat to wildfire in the recent past, 

and while the work we have undertaken 

has removed some bird nesting habitat 

for now it is in a far less damaging and 

more targeted way than through a   

summer arson strike which is always a 

big concern. 

The amount of work over the last    

couple of years wouldn’t have been 

achieved without the amazing efforts of 

our volunteers ably lead by our heath     

mitigation wardens, with other areas 

undertaken by our newly formed in-

house habitat team funded by our  

Countryside Stewardship funding (CS) 

and a further push from outside        

contractors also funded through CS. 

                  

Karen Elborn 

Wise in Rochester. The  

interesting schedule        

attracted partnership      

organisations from all over 

the country keen to share 

their experiences and learn 

from others. We listened to 

an informative presentation 

on visitor monitoring and 

recording by Chris Panter 

from Footprint Ecology; an  

engaging presentation by 

Adrian Thomas from the 

RSPB on enhancing people’s 

health and well-being 

through bird song and we 

learnt about Biodiversity Net 

In November, BCP Council’s 

Natural Habitats team joined 

up with the Urban Heath 

Partnership and travelled 

over to Kent to attend the 

Mitigation Meet Up.  

The annual meet up was 

organised and hosted by Bird 

Gain with Rachel Hoskins 

also from Footprint Ecology. 

The event was really       

inspiring and it was good to 

see that we all work in    

similar ways across the UK 

to engage the public,        

promote respect for nature 

and protect sensitive sites 

from urban pressures. We 

very much look forward to 

next year’s Mitigation Meet 

Up which will be hosted by 

our friends from Thames 

Basin Heath Partnership.  

             

Agnes Szego 

Gorse dominated slopes                               Cleared this winter                               

Aiming for more mixed areas 

with heather                              
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Kingfisher Barn visitor centre in 

Muscliff was full of Christmas 

cheer in December with a      

multitude of very festive events. 

Christmas Willow Wreath    

making and willow decorations 

were hugely popular activities 

with all materials sourced from 

our withy bed and arboretum on 

Stour Valley Nature Reserve.  

                                   

Articles by Melissa Howell 

 

Nature Tots runs every Tuesday 

and Thursday from Kingfisher 

Barn Visitor Centre.  

For further information visit our  

website: 

www.visitstourvalley.co.uk 

Nature Tots, our pre-school   

toddler group, has been very busy 

in the last few months with lots of 

fun nature-based outdoor trails 

and craft activities including 

spooky Halloween lanterns, pine 

cone bird feeders and amazing 

willow Christmas decorations.  

On Turbary Common, our hard-working 

volunteers have made a huge difference, 

cutting back the large amounts of scrub 

that has encroached much of the       

traditionally heathland habitat. We will 

be clearing the large areas of dense 

scrub, where nothing is able to grow, 

and restore the common to more  

grassland areas, which will create more 

of a diverse mix of micro habitats. We 

have also replaced all perimeter fencing 

on the common to allow our other       

management team, namely our herd of 

cattle, to come and continue           

management in the new year. 

Hard work, hand tools and habitat management at 

Turbary Common 

Nurturing Nature Tots 

Nature-based outdoor 

trails and craft activities 

“Our hard-working 

volunteers have 

made a huge 

difference, cutting 

back the large 

amounts of scrub” 
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“These goats are 

fantastic at 

keeping the scrub 

down with 

minimal 

disturbance to this 

rare habitat” 

New Greenspaces for Dorset 

Goats on the East Cliff!  

New fences are currently being     

erected along the East Cliff in    

Bournemouth for our newest         

residents, due in Spring 2020. We will 

be welcoming a herd of native goats, 

which will graze on the land as part of a 

10-year Environmental Stewardship 

agreement with Natural England. These 

goats are fantastic at keeping the scrub 

down with minimal disturbance to this 

rare habitat. See if you can spot them 

as you stroll along the prom!  

               

Melissa Howell 

running, these countryside 

sites are the perfect place 

for recreation and       

relaxation. Our beautiful 

British wildlife has not 

been forgotten either. 

Many of the sites are being 

transformed from former 

agricultural land, each with 

its own bespoke         

management plan to    

ensure the site is managed 

in the interest of         

conservation and         

biodiversity. There is new 

planting of trees and 

hedgerows, bird and bat 

Officers in Dorset Council 

have been busy working 

with local developers to 

create new Suitable     

Alternative Natural 

Greenspaces for people to 

enjoy. Despite the wet 

winter, new and          

developing sites are     

already beginning to serve 

local communities in the 

east area of Dorset. These 

sites will be key to  

providing opportunities for 

healthy active lifestyles, for 

both new and existing  

residents. Whether you 

enjoy dog walking or   

boxes amongst a host of 

other enhancements.  

“These sites will be 

key to providing         

opportunities for  

healthy active   

lifestyles, for both 

new and existing 

residents” 

Stour Valley Reserve Fencing  
During September and October we were 

hard at work with our volunteer work 

parties, every Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday, constructing new fencing along 

the river. These fenced compartments will 

be used to allow this area to be grazed and     

managed by our herd of British White, 

Shetland and Belted Galloway cattle. They 

create a unique mosaic of micro habitats, 

which should encourage more grassland 

species of plants and animals. 

For further information on the work of 

Stour Valley Rangers or to find out what’s 

happening at our visitor centre, Kingfisher 

Barn, check out our website 

www.visitstourvalley.co.uk and Instagram 

account @stourvalleyrangers or you can 

contact us via email stourvalley-

rangers@bcpcouncil.gov.uk.  

Photo credit Miss North: Dog   

and young child enjoying        

Dogdean SANG, being delivered 

as part of the Wimborne Chase 

housing development. 



 


